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René is one of the very few Dutch subject matter experts
with extensive CIMIC experience, he is a reserve officer as well, including functional field
training and classroom training. He has wide experience as a Senior Cultural Advisor to
diplomats and commanders in times of conflict and gathered as such hands-on
experience how best to protect cultural heritage in a conflict area. In addition to a B.A. in
sociology from Utrecht University, a B.Sc. in book and paper conservation from The
Netherlands Institute for Cultural Heritage, he holds a M.A. in Anthropology (cum laude)
from Leiden University/Utrecht University. In the 1990's he gathered experience in
international cooperation and has since incorporated that in his work on culture and
heritage. René won several honours and awards: Leiden University-RESEARCH GRANT
SAAR and RESEARCH GRANT WOTRO; Utrecht University-CUM LAUDE MASTER OF ARTS
(DRS.) in Cultural Anthropology; ICN, Amsterdam-LIBRARY RESEARCH GRANT and BEST
OF CLASS AWARD. He is productive writer and is the author of over 30 titles. On his
experiences in Iraq he held many lectures some of which were published and in his latest
writings he states very clearly the need for International Guidelines on Military-Heritage

workers Relationship in times of natural or man-made disaster.



